
Amendment Memorandum

To: Board of Trustees, South Carolina Public Charter School District

From: Catherine Watt, Chief of Authorizing & Charter Development

cc: Chris Neeley, Superintendent

Date: 12.16.21

Re: GREEN Upstate High School

Summary: GREEN Upstate High School (formerly known as GREEN Charter School of Five Forks)
is scheduled to open in the 2022-2023 SY.

The mission of the school is to establish improved science and sustainability learning
opportunities that stimulate scientifically literate individuals, workforce, and leadership through
world class and challenging science teaching standards. GREEN strives to instill the desire to
continually expand intellect and use the content knowledge and skills students have acquired to
participate in and responsibly shape the quality and direction of a complex world with ever
increasing energy and sustainability demands.

GREEN Upstate seeks to change the grades it originally sought to serve in its charter from K-6 to
grades 9-12, beginning in its first year of operation in the 2022-2023 SY. The campus will be a
regional high school attracting students from the greater Greenville area, in particular - south of
I-85 – and rising 9th graders currently enrolled at GREEN Greenville and GREEN Spartanburg.

GREEN has learned from its Greenville location that to have a successful high school model, it
cannot simply be an extension of the K-8 program. The social, emotional, academic, and
disciplinary needs of high school students differ greatly from those of middle school students.
As a result, the programming in these areas must be designed and targeted specifically for high
school students.

The high school will include all the curriculum outlined in the replicated charter while
additionally supporting the emotional, social, and academic requirements of fourteen- to
eighteen-year-old students. GREEN Upstate will provide GREEN’s inquiry-based curriculum while
pivoting away from mere content acquisition and rote memorization. Teachers will focus on the
skills and abilities that will best serve its students by providing hands-on, interdisciplinary
experiences. The classrooms will be designed to foster collaboration with voice and choice and
student ownership of learning. Additional initiatives will include community service activities,
academic and athletic teams, and the creative arts.

Amendment to serve grades 
9-12 rather than K-6 
Approved 12.16.2021



Financial Impact: Our Finance Team has reviewed the school’s financial projections. The school
projects steady enrollment increases in this rapidly growing area of the Upstate, rising from a
projected enrollment of 240 students in the 2022-2023 SY to 650 in 2026-2027. The current
budget projects a net gain on June 30, 2023 of $131,946. Additionally, the 5-year budget aligns
with enrollment projections, resulting in an increase in fund balance for 2022-2023 and
2023-2024, but anticipates a net loss for each subsequent year.

Timeline: Effective December 16, 2021

Recommendation: The Staff Recommendation is for Approval.
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